
Benchmark #6. Program Evaluation.  

Every state will have a method to evaluate progress towards the Benchmarks for Early 

Screening and Testing (BEST) program.  

 

Goal 6.1: Advisory committee.   States will establish an advisory committee that will meet 

routinely to provide guidance on the development and evaluation of the BEST program. This 

committee should coordinate with the State Interagency Collaborating Council (SICC) and 

should include professionals, individuals with developmental disabilities, families with children 

with developmental disabilities, and others. 

 

Question Not at all Somewhat Very/Fully Don't 

know/NA 

Responses 

Clear? 5.26% 34.21% 52.63% 7.89% 38 

Important? 7.89% 26.32% 55.26% 10.53% 38 

Reasonable? 11.11% 19.44% 30.56% 38.89% 36 

Implemented? 35.14% 16.22% 0.00% 48.65% 37 

 

As a group, please discuss this goal and record any comments on worksheet. Following are 

possible discussion topics based on comments from on-line survey. 

 Should this just be stated as a part of the SICC, or the SICC itself (standing agenda 

item?).  

 Does the SICC have enough representation from health and mental health systems to 

cover all the benchmarks/goals?  What types of systems/councils are available in most 

states that could work together to evaluate progress? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Goal #6.2: Monitoring and evaluation.  Each state BEST advisory committee will develop a 

program evaluation to ensure progress towards state program goals and objectives. 

 

Question Not at all Somewhat Very/Fully Don't 

know/NA 

Responses 

Clear? 2.63% 31.58% 57.89% 7.89% 38 

Important? 5.26% 26.32% 60.53% 7.89% 38 

Reasonable? 10.81% 18.92% 35.14% 35.14% 37 

Implemented? 32.43% 16.22% 0.00% 51.35% 37 

 

As a group, please discuss this goal and record any comments on worksheet. Following are 

possible discussion topics based on comments from on-line survey. 

 

 Should this goal direct the advisory group to work with researchers and program 

evaluators to develop a plan? 

 

 

 

 

Goal #6.3: Feedback from families.  Each state BEST advisory committee will obtain feedback 

from parents regarding the state BEST program. 

 

Question Not at all Somewhat Very/Fully Don't 

know/NA 

Responses 

Clear? 0.00% 36.84% 55.26% 7.89% 38 

Important? 0.00% 27.03% 62.16% 10.81% 37 

Reasonable? 5.71% 22.86% 40.00% 31.43% 35 

Implemented? 36.11% 5.56% 2.78% 55.56% 36 

 

As a group, please discuss this goal and record any comments on worksheet. Following are 

possible discussion topics based on comments from on-line survey. 

 Would “engage parents” be a better way to phrase this goal as in that it implies that 

feedback is not one way? 

 Should this goal be clarified to indicate the type of feedback desired, or what the advisory 

committee would like to know from families? 

 Does this goal need to be written with stronger language that implies more than just a 

satisfaction measure? Suggestions for rewording? 

 

 



 

 

Benchmark #6 Discussion 

 

Benchmark #6. Program Evaluation.  

Every state will have a method to evaluate progress towards the Benchmarks for Early Screening 

and Testing (BEST) program.  

 

As a group, please discuss this benchmark and record any comments on worksheet. Following 

are possible discussion topics based on comments from on-line survey. 

 Should the language be changed to, “Every state has a continuous quality improvement 

methodology in place to measure progress and make adjustments towards the 

Benchmarks for Early Screening and Testing (BEST) program.” 

 

 Should there be a goal that facilitates direct collaboration of this BEST advisory 

committee with CCO leadership within the health care system? 

 

 

 Should there be another goal about how states/programs will use the feedback to change 

their programs and behaviors? 


